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incident 7145 -- Sprinjrield, Unio -- 23 July 1948 


he planet Venus seems to be the culprit in this incident, 


Venus attained its sroatest brilliancy in the mornin: sky on July 31, 


and-at usproximately 0400 in tho morning on July 23, it πας very 
brilliant object slishtly to the νά, of oast. iho marnitude was ~4.2, 
which maxes it about 1500 times brighter than a first magnitude star. 
Intermittent cloud coverase could easily explain the &npeuranco and 
disuppearance of the object, and as to the stutod size, this can ve 


dismissed as a purely subjective estimate., The evidence a. ears 


convincing to this investigator tlut the object ousorvod was Venus, 
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HEADQUARTERS 
AIR MATÉRISL COMMAND 
Wright-Pattarson Air Force Bass 
Dayton, Ohio i 
VC IAX0-3/E88//7a 
Jan 5 19ἱ9 


SUBJECT; Projeot "SIGN? 


τοι “Chief, Air Weather Servica, 
Andrews Air Forces Pase, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
ATTN: DSS 


1. Projoot "SIGN" is responsible for tha colleotion, investi- 
gation and interpretation of data relative to sighting of unldontified 
flyirg objeots, Attached Inoident Suwnaries 1 thru 172 from the files 
of Projeot "SION" ars forwarded for study and recommendations as to 
which of the incidents may be eliminated as balloons released on routine 
synoptio ascents by ths Air Voather Sorvioe, tho Navy Aərologloal 
Sarvies or the Unlted States Weather Bureau. The summaries attached 
aay be retained in your headquarters for working and referenos purposas, e 


2, The Air Weather Servio» is the only apgonovy of its type that 
haa been asked to assist in the accomplishment of Projsct "SIGN" excapt 
that tha United States Yisather Bureau has provided information on ball 
lightning, Research projects in which balloons ars used and which are 
oonduoted or sponsored ty the Army, Navy or United States Air Foros ars 
ghaoid by the Intalligence Department of this Gonmand, These checks 
ar»usually made direct from the Project "SIGN" Orfics, MCIAKO-3. Thes» 
nhwoks are distinot from tha oheok of synoptic balloon flights made by 
weather service stations of the, Air Force, the Navy and the Department 
of Commerce, (0, S.. Weather Bursau) requested of Air Weather Services. 


3. 15 13 the opinion of this office.that the below listed inoi- 
danta are those having the greatest possibility of being balloons, This 
List doas nos elimimte the posaibility that many of the remaining 


incidents are balloons. ` 

2." ον 50 91 113 155 . 
3 25 59 92 115 156 
1 28 72 96 125 157 
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1h 71 & 105 ih 16} 

16 32 es? 107,8,9 151 167 

22 35 59 — 112(Se0122) 155 169 
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Hq AMC, Chief, Air Weather Servion, Washington 25, D. C. 
8udja Projeot "SIGN" 


hl, The form used in interrogating witnesses to sightings is 
Inplosed as a matter of interest. Comment as to possible inprovement 
of the "Essential Blements of Information” in rogard to routines 
synoptic balloon flights is invited. 


5. 15 ia requested that correspondence ba forwarded to tha” 


Commanding General, Headquarters, Air Materiol Connand, attention 
XCIAXO-5. 


FOR TEE OONMMANDING GZRERAL; 


/sf W. R. Clingerman, Gol, USAF 


2 Irola: ᾽ for ii. E, ΜΟΟΟΥ 
Summaries 1-172 ingl Colonel, USAF 
"BSL" : Chief, Intelligence Dept 


Coplow lurmished; 


ΑΡΟΤΗ, Hq. USAF 

Capt Trakowski, Geophysics Lab 
Major Kodis, NCRESP 

Color) Veal, BILANS 


ΡΝ 


B/Ltr fron AMD 


ANS TSS lat Ind 2l Jan 19h9 


HZAUQUARTERS, AIR WEATHER SERVICE Andrews Air Foros Base, Washe 
ington 25, D. C. 


TO: Conmanding General, Air Materiel Command, Wrisht-Patterson 
Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio 
ATTN:  MCIAXO 


Investigations by this headquarters reveal that a synoptic 
woathor balloon could have beer at the location whare si-htings 
vero reported in’ the following inoidents. In compiling this 
Lint consideration was given to the wind direction and speed at 
the surface and aloft ^ the sChodulod time of balloon release, and 
the location of the nearest weather station making balloon obsar- 
vationa, d 


2 52 91 126 

g 3 72 of 15 
4 73 ο 155 

25 78 d 105 166 

28 Βλ 112 149 

25 87 115 172 


FOR THS CHIEF AIR WEATIER SERVICE 


Jsf Ἡ. κ. Wost 
2 Incla; W, A. WEST 
nfo t. Col., USAF 
Adjutant General 


Dr HYNEK'S EVALUATIONS EXTRACTED FROM PROJECT GRUDGE REPORT. 
INCILENT INUEA 


1. Astronomical 


a Eigh probability: 
#26, 27, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 48, 49, 59, 60, 66, 59, 70, 94, 
9», 96.91. 98, 101, 102, 103, 104, 116, 119, 132, 136, 140, 
141, 148, 158, 174, 184, 195, 187, 197, 203, 204, 208, 216, 
219, 258. 


b, Fair or low probability: 
gie, 20, 23, 24, 28, 55, 35, 46, 60, 65, ΟἹ, δῦ, 82, 55, 1CO, 
112, 120, 121, 129, 130, 144, 153, 165, 166, 167, 175, 192, 
199, 202, 205, 220, 230, 240. 


2. Won-astrononioal tut suggestive of other explanations 


a. Balloons or ordinary aircraft: 
#3, 11, 22, 41, 42, 53, 54, 73, 81, BS, 91, 92, 118, 114, 119, 
126, 131, 138, 141, 145, 155, 156, 157, 159, 160, 161, 163, 
169, 171, 173, 178, 180, 182, 188, 190, 194, 195, 196, 198, 
200, 201, 209, 210. 217, 222, 235, 257, 239. 


b, Kookets, flares or falling bodlea: 
#4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 25, 56, 65, 78, 106, 107, 
108, 109, 133, 170, 211, 218. 


c. Misoallansous (reflections, auroral streamers, birds, oto.): 
#89, 99, 123, 124, 128, 146, 164, 181, 189, 214, 221, 251, 234. 


3, Won-astronowioal, with no explanation evident 


4» Lack of evidence precludes oxplanatloni 
#38, 44, 45, 47, 55, 57, 72, 86, 87, 88, 90, 99, 110, 117, 118, 
125, 127, 137, 159, 149, 159, 177, 179, 191, 206, 212, 213, 
229, 232, 233. 


b, Evidence offsred suzzosts no explanations 


1 4 a " 


yi, 2, 10, 17, $1, εὐ, vi, * 52, is thy Ge t, 63, 
76, 76, 77, 79, 84, 105, 111, 122, 195, 161, 152, 154, 186. 
268, 172, 176, 183, 186, 193, 207, 215, 223, 224, 225, 226, 


έως 258, 241, 242, 240, 244, 134. 


Tim 


